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Yosemite National Park at all. The Merced
River within Yosemite National Park is pro-
tected and regulated by the National Park
Service and has never needed an overlay of
inconsistent and confusing regulation. The
Merced River in Yosemite Valley has been
recreational for almost 150 years. Yosemite
Valley has never been wilderness. Any plan
which proceeds should not change any infra-
structure or ban any activities traditionally
carried on in Yosemite Valley.

Indeed, when Mr. Coelho authored
the legislation designating the Merced
as ‘‘wild and scenic,” these tourist fa-
cilities already existed, and nowhere in
the bill’s findings is there any mention
of an intention to force their closure or
to override Park policies. In fact, many
of the facilities slated for removal are
not even on the Merced River and do
not in any way impede or affect its
flow.

The officials of the National Park
Service are clearly not required to
take these actions. It’s becoming in-
creasingly apparent that they want to
take them and that they intend to take
them despite widespread public opposi-
tion from all but the most radical ele-
ments of the environmental left. In-
deed, when 13 members of the Cali-
fornia congressional delegation, includ-
ing liberal Democrats and conservative
Republicans alike, asked for an exten-
sion of the public comment period, the
Park Service grudgingly extended it by
only 12 days.

It is obvious that Park officials have
already made up their minds and are
merely walking through the formali-
ties. I believe that this matter and re-
lated issues of public access cry out for
a congressional investigation.

In the meantime, if members of the
public want to protest the elimination
of many of Yosemite Valley’s tourist
amenities and iconic landmarks, their
time is running out. My Web site, at
mecclintock.house.gov, provides guid-
ance on how people can protest this ac-
tion, and I strongly urge them to do so.

———

THE MAJORITY’S DEFLATING
AGENDA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. CROWLEY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, the
113th Congress has been in session for
over 100 days; and so far, the majority
has attacked worker protections,
slashed important job-training pro-
grams, and has created one manufac-
tured fiscal cliff after another.

This is the last week before yet an-
other recess, but there is still no pro-
posal to help Americans get back to
work. Instead, we have another attack
on the Affordable Care Act. Plus, we
have on the floor today the Responsible
Helium Administration and Steward-
ship Act. I, in fact, had a balloon, Mr.
Speaker, that I would have liked to
have had on my wrist as I gave this
speech this morning, but I was told it
would not be appropriate—and maybe
not.

But helium? Helium? Really?
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I hate to burst the majority’s bubble,
but Democrats and Republicans actu-
ally agree on this bill. There was no
need to take up a full day of our time
to debate the bill. We could have con-
sidered it under the expedited proce-
dures and saved time for proposals that
created jobs instead of balloons. With
leadership like this, it’s no wonder the
American people are feeling discour-
aged and deflated.

Helium? Helium.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Wanda
Evans, one of his secretaries.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 40
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———
PRAYER

Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, Ar-
menian Apostolic Church of America,
New York, New York, offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

In the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty God, we seek Your holy
guidance in all our endeavors, espe-
cially in the deliberations of our lead-
ers in this noble body, because strong
and wise leadership is essential for the
well-being of nations.

Today, we are mindful of another
April 24—98 years ago, the beginning of
the genocide of the Armenians in the
Ottoman Empire, the first genocide
among so many that followed in the
20th century.

We beseech You, O Lord, to bless this
land of America and its people. Em-
power them to continue serving Your
goodness as they did when they shel-
tered the remnants of the Armenian
nation.

Give Your children wisdom, love, and
compassion that they may live and
prosper with the gifts of Your Spirit—
justice, truth, freedom, and righteous-
ness. Your name will be praised forever
and ever.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

April 24, 2013

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from California (Mr. VALADAO) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. VALADAUO led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

WELCOMING ARCHBISHOP
OSHAGAN CHOLOYAN

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Rhode Island (Mr.
CICILLINE) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, as the
Representative for Rhode Island’s First
Congressional District, which is home
to many Armenian American families,
I am honored to rise today in order to
thank His Eminence, Archbishop
Oshagan Choloyan, for offering our
opening prayer and for recognizing the
98th anniversary of the start of the Ar-
menian genocide.

A native of Aleppo, Syria, Arch-
bishop Choloyan was first ordained
into the priesthood in 1967. He attended
the American University of Beirut
where he majored in history and later
received two master’s degrees from the
Princeton Theological Seminary. Since
1998, Archbishop Choloyan has served
as the prelate of the Eastern Prelacy of
the Armenian Apostolic Church of
America and has focused his efforts on
strengthening local faith communities
under his jurisdiction.

On behalf of the Armenian commu-
nity in my home State of Rhode Island,
I am honored to welcome the arch-
bishop here today and to join him in
remembering the victims of the Arme-
nian genocide—the systematic exter-
mination of Armenians living under
the Ottoman Empire in the early 20th
century.

I join members of the Congressional
Caucus on Armenian Issues in urging
that our government finally recognize
the Armenian genocide as a historical
fact.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. POE
of Texas). The Chair will entertain 15
further requests for 1-minute speeches
on each side of the aisle.

———

THE CANCER DRUG COVERAGE
PARITY ACT

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, Amer-
ica’s biomedical research industry is
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